
Get it while it’s Good 

As I was classic skiing Friday evening I was thinking, “skiing doesn’t get any better than this”. It was 33 

degrees, the sun was setting, and the tracks were getting faster by the minute. By Saturday mid-

morning, it was 55 degrees on the IRT back loop and the winds had a warmth that we rarely feel until 

late March. Sunday had sunshine followed by rain and an occasional gust that circled and blew out 

before you could look up to see where they came from. 

This year has really tested the meteorologists, and the groomers as well. Thanks to our staff’s dedication 

and some luck from Mother Nature, we’ve had some really good skiing and winter recreation to provide 

here in Leavenworth. 

My message this year has been—get it while it’s good. Thinking of Liv Nurman’s radio reports always 

helps me during odd weather times. Certainly, not every day is going to be a powder day, nor a day of 

bluebird sun and cold temps. Liv never seemed to complain about conditions. She would strive for 

recommending the best type of skiing for the condition that came along: 

“Today’s a perfect hard pack groomer day”. “Well, I’d recommend taking out a pair of classic skis with 

blue wax today.” “Skate skiing doesn’t get any better than at the Golf Course this morning, conditions 

were perfect between 9 and 10 am.” Liv should be remembered for numerous things, this being one 

great attribute of hers. Would be great to somehow remember each and every club member who has 

left a strong legacy of skiing here in the valley. Magnus & Hermod Bakke, Bob Collins, Ned Kuch, BVD, 

Liv, Trisha, the Boys, the list could go on and on. 

The Leavenworth Winter Sports Club is running strong thanks to a great local community and our 

dedicated staff, our members, and our visitors to the Valley. We opened all of our locations in 

December, and by January 7th had already over four thousand dollars in Hot Chocolate sales. Yes we 

bring in good money on our busy days, but our operations are also expensive. Keeping up with the cost 

of diesel, maintenance on equipment, and overall payroll makes us want to keep looking for creative 

ways to help fund the club. Besides our day-to-day expenses, we have big needs that include replacing 

the Lodge Septic System, finishing the Patio Project, and upgrading the Lodge Kitchen. We have projects 

waiting to begin which include our new snowmaking system as well as looking at equipment purchases 

and trail maintenance. 

With our updated by-laws going into effect, I’ll be stepping down from the LWSC Board this March. Term 

limits have me getting kicked off the board, but that is a good thing. It is time for new life to come to the 

board and to the club in general. 

We need: 

• The next generation to step-up to the plate (those who are just discovering the beauty of the local ski 

scene with children ripping on the tows, while parents can enjoy the easy access Nordic & Alpine hills) 

• Older folks who know and appreciate the history of the club and want the club legacy to live on to 

reinvest their time and energy back into the club 

• We need all those in between to find unique ways to give back to this club so we can have LWSC 

flourish in ways we haven’t even thought of (or in ways it never has!!). 



 

Huge thanks to our staff, to those who refresh and prepare the surfaces in the middle of the night, who 

greet us with friendly smiles at the ticket booths, who help make the trails & hills a safe place for 

sledding, tubing, and skiing, for those getting our events going & for making them successful, for the 

coaches and instructors, and for the lodge staff. Special kudos for our general manager James Munly, 

our special projects manager Mark Millette, seated to the right while keeping the books, Ms. Tami 

Zimmerman, and doing all the behind scenes maestro work, Mr. Alex Brieger. To the current board and 

all those who have served throughout the years on the club’s behalf—thank you, thank you for a job 

well done!! To all of you thinking of helping the club—thank you, and remember, there is no time like 

the present. 

See ya on the trails & slopes— 

Brett 

Brett B Johnson 

LWSC Board President 


